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il ws about the project
“Sainte-Victaie"sslestec] far the Lrbs-
nautica tnstitute Awards? What is the ma-
tivation and the theme you addressed?

The Sainte-Victoire mountain  [France),
major landmerk of Apx-en-Provence ares,
hiss besn & sourcs of inspiration for many
artists since the 15th centung | ohserve this
rontsin which is moving awsy, mars and
mmare, undergaing the effects of changing
utban landscapes. Urkan aress ans home
to rces than half of the worlds populs-
tion, they play an important rale as growth
engines and provids opportunitiss for am-
ployrmient and sduzstion. They meet the
chenging needs and asgirations of their
inhahitants. Howewer, when the urbani-
sstion is too rapid snd poary sontrolled,
it leads to & severe deterioration in the
quality of the urban ervirorment and its
peripheral mursl aress, This phenomanan
zan be linked to construction standardisa-
tion and ronotony s well s the dissp-
peatancs of public space snd sxcessive
canstruction density. The uncontrolled ex-
pansion of cities is & real soological threst
to humenity, scientists believe that more
than 70% of current CO2 smissions are re-
lated to the needs of cities. Yet “all over
the world, we are adopting "Westerm® ur-
ban-and architectursl styles which are re-
source-ntensive and too often unsuited to
local climatic conditions. The Maorth Amer-
icen suburh has been sxported sround
the world, with itz model of individual car
traffic,” says Professor Karen Seto of Yale
University. Cities are now organised into
different compartments with distinct func-
tions. Their main role isto ensure traveling
between areas of residence, work aress,
shopping centres and carparks. Since the
1940%, major national reforme on land use
planning have continued to transform the

urban teritary, precipitating the expansion of cities and the
disappesrance of naturel peri-uthen sress. The Sainte-Vic-
toirs mountsin, an emblemstic snd meaningful place, whoss
pictarial motif constitutes a common heritage asset known
to all, continues to disapper from the urhan landscape of
Aic-an-Provence. The Pays d'ixs strong sconarmic develop-
ment is at the origin of significant land pressure driven by
calossal financial stake which contribute to damaging this
tertitary Hare, parhaps mons than slsswhers, the question of
city-country relations arises.

Tell is about yal appmach ta photacraphy in gen-
eral and how it started..

It was cluring 2007 or 2002 when my sunt had given me the
ald cammera of my unde dissppeared & few times sarlier It
was a Konike Autoreflex T4, | started taking photos just like
that, at this tims | spent a lot of time skateboarding and it
worked well together. Then | discovered black and white |ak
during my studies, it wes excting, But | think the impartant
moment is really when | used s viewcamera for the first time:
At first it's samething that seemed sa far and diffisult to me,
it took me tims to feel legitimate, as if this practice was re-
servedforan elite,

| stuced graphic design in Parie, during few years |
spent time in café and museus. | mestteachers who pushed
me tofocus on the content rather than the form, with a strang
commitment to creating

Daes research play any significant role in your prac-
tios as & visual maker?

| usedl to teke @ lot of time inimage produgtion, | finally man-
aggedl to put in place & working process in crcler to gain eff
ciency I'm working on subjects that concern my farmiliar su-
rounclings, whether past or present. | do alot of researches
and scouting sbout places, lights, activities, framing... then
I corne back on site to take a first shot, end | reproduce the
process according to the result obtained

Do yow privilege any camers or process in partieu-
ar? Tl s shout your squipmsat

Yes, | only work with a4x5 inch view camnera, Its the most suit-
shilstool for my practics, with which | fsel cormfortsble, Ones
you set-up the camera, vou will see that viewing, focusing
and composing on & ground glass reveals exactly what you
tecard on film All of this lsads you to grestsr stention to
detail, and a more refined sense of composition
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