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Le 28 aout 1989 la montagne Sainte-Victoire s'embrasait. Le feu durera
3 jours et 3 nuits et dévastera plus de 5000 hectares de forét, I'un des
plus gros désastres écologiques dans le sud de la France au siécle
dernier. Dés le lendemain, et les premiéres diffusions d'images montrant
un massif calciné et méconnaissable, une véritable prise de conscience
des pouvoirs publics et des collectivités va étre 4 l'origine de la mise en
place d'une profonde organisation pour prévenir, entretenir, équiper et
aménager les massifs forestiers. Avec 1,5 million d’hectares de forét et
un taux de boisement atteignant prés de 48%, la région Provence-Alpes-
Core d’Azur représente a elle seule 10% de la surface forestiére de toute
la France. Ce territoire est I'un des plus exposé aux incendies de toute
I'Europe et avec une sécheresse accrue entre 2016 et 2017, on recense
plus de 1300 départs de feu durant cette période.

On August 28th 1989 the Montagne Sainte-Victoire was consumed by
flames. The fire lasting 3 days and 3 nights ravaged over 12.3 thousand
acres and became one of the worst ecological disasters in southern

France during the previous century. The next day, as the the first

blackened and distorted images of the mountain were shown, national
and local authorities would become sharply aware and usher in a deep
restructuring of fire prevention methods for the protection, equipping
and organising of forest massifs. With more than 3,7 million acres of
forest and a afforestation rate close to 48%, the French region Provence-
Alpes-Cote d'Azur itself represents 10% of the forest area of France.
This territory is one of the most exposed to fires all over Europe and
with more drought berween 2016 and 2017, more than 1,300 fires starts

have been recorded during this period.
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grew up in the south of

France, in a little town rear

Toulan. It was & very calm
arma with & stiong agricultural
presence. My grandparente wers
peasents fram Italy, they left the
region of Piadment in the sarly
20th century | do not have many
mernories from my: childhood
in this region. My family and |
often spent our vacations and
we skends in the Franch southern
Alps, whers my grancisther hacl
bought & little cottage, The cot-
tage berdersd Mercantour Ma-
tional Park ancl itwas thers were |
first encounterec mountains, fish-
ing, hiking | think sl thie sparked
my interest in the environment
andl Iandscape. Araund 2001 or
2002 my aunt gave me the old

carnera of my uncle It was a Kon-
ke Autoreflex T4, that | still use to
this day | startad taking photas
for pleasure, and spending = It
of time skatehoarding So it was
o photogenic stuff. Afterward, |
discovered the work of the black
ancl white lab, which wae mag:
ical, | was completely captured
by watching the image appeer-
ing on the paper, and alss by the
smell of the chemicals which is
difficult to forgat. There was slso
& Poleroid, &n $X-70, thet | took
everywhere, we have probably
cver 1000 polaraid printe fram
this time in our house. | have al-
ways loved conserving photos,
when | was & child my parents
wouldl sften show us old photo
sliddes during winter. This could

s whist | rtain of ry childhaod
Leter | studied graphiz design
in Paris It was during this pari-
odl thet | dissovered ot Every
wasks wa want to an sxhibition
shout painting, seulpture, o
photography, What & grest time,
eventhing was new to me. | was
shle to fallow Guillaume Lebrun
photography couree, & revels-
tion to me. Befare, | dil not war
ty sbout “reaning” when | took
fhetographs. In this period | wes
introduced ta the coneept of pro-
jact, to the importance of reflect-
ing about s ides snd tranelating
itinto a form.

Todey we are exposed to an over-
consumption of images thraugh
socisl medis, leading to & vicious

cycle where we nesdl crate “ex-
otic” images to please an audi-
ence, 8 30 called commuriity. This
can take s sway from what we
want to sy, On the cther hand, |
am very conscious thet social me-
dia allows us to share aur wark,
which fasilitates encounters. and
exchanges for photagraphers At
the end of the day, social medias
rirtors & divaction taken by eocia-
tims. Its not essy to turn away from
it, but we can be mare canscaius
of its mechanism and impacts

The speed of commurications
today may reduce our freedom of
creation; one would look to fulfill
an expectation from the outsids
instead of enswering one’s own
questions and thematice. | tre in-
stead to focus on topics with re-
specttowhich | feel lagitimized to
put farth my cvn spprosch
Photography  works  like &
“eye-opener®, it & way of under
standing the Iife in & more oom-
plex way, each angle allows to
see a thing in & spedific dirction,
it makes the daily more exciting.
It s if the world is becoming &
fuge fisld of experimentation,
each project is the opportunity far
anew acheenture that can allow us
ta lsam more shout sormething, |
think it brings answets that raise
our conscousness about who we
are and o on,

Wildlfire is the production of two
years working on wildfires in
the south of Francs, As a natu-
ral and fundamantal element in
the halancs of a forests e coeye-
tems, fire nevertheless remeins
Unespected and hardl ta contral
It can quickly bacome a danger
for people as well. Wildfires are
important subject in Provence,
and mare perticularly all sround
the Mediterranaan bordar | went
through these burned aress try-
ing to understand what was hep-

pening under my fest, many of
the answers ate in naturs, and its
rendom behaviour should give us
some answers

A3 = photographer | have lang
wanted towork on & project that
cangerns the land where | live, |
am passionate sbout mountain
and | will usually photograph this
territary almost every month. |
wanted something about the
Mediterranean environment, just
ofter the hauee, where | could
work every day, spend time here
and ses the project mowing day
bty dlay. Busry surmmer, | ses s lot
of water-hombers passing aver
the houss. Ons day drivan by
curiosity | walksd intn & burnsd
area just right next to the house

“Does the fascination
for these burned
territories has to
dowith it being an
example of nature’s
perseverance, coUrage,
and capadity to
calamitous events 2

“On August 26th 1969 the
montagne Ssinte-Victoire
(southern France), so dear

to painter Paul Cézanne,

was consumed by flames;
the fire lasting 3 days and
3 nights ravaged over 5000

hectares (12.3 tholsand
acres) and became one
of the worst ecological
disasters in southern
France.”
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| stayed for several hours and |
was completely stunned by what
| saw, from the inside, it seemed
sven more impressive. The initial
feeling of wonder balfled me, As
soon a8 got homes, | startad (oak-
ing for informations on the weh
shout the different wildfires, and
prethy quickly, ve listed all the
wildfires specfications, begin-
ning date, type of origin, bumt
surface, type of vegetstion
With mare than 3,7 million acree
of forest, the southeast of France
itsel reprezants 10% ofthe entire
forest surface. Its afforestation
rate is closs to 48%, as this ter-
ity is by dsfinition one of the
st exposed ta fires all over Eu-
tope. With more drought in the
past two years, more than 1,300
fires starts have been tecorded
between 2014 and 2017 All of
this challanges our relationship
to nature, cur position and the
way wie use ourland

Fires are @ recurring topic in my
vegion and ecpacislly all arcunc
the WMeclterranesn. The massive
urkanisation that s linked to eca-
rormic develapment and grawing
tourism hes pushed construction
closer and closer to forested
armas, usually without regula-
tion. All of this hss favaursd the
establishment of conflict situa-
tions The trads off betwsen the
neade of econamical growth anel
the sefeguard of nature is a well
nievan st U sohvsd problsrn Ve
rrust reflect an the way we are
using the lancl and moreover on
the maanings of our sctions e
can no lenger remain indifferent
to global climats and environ-
mental changes Howwe can fine
sclutions to save the planet if we
do not first become aware of aur
mistakes? Don't we simply neec
to change ourway of life?

I try to engage with all of this

thraugh my photographs. Work-
ing in the “landscape’ with a
4%5 inch view csmers poses a
challenge, with its weight and its
volume. It is often troublesome
ta practice. this discipline. How-
ever lwanted totruly experiment
it. | wanted to document the dif-
ferent stages of reforestation,
so, | methodically classified the
wildfires over the last few years
This allowed me to know where
and when | had to gofor a shoot-
ing Conerstely, | observed aress
that had besn burned in & rangs
fram 2 years to 2weeks | amin-
terssted in showing the surface,
the scale of the bhurned areas but
alzo catching details like. Such 2=
the bark that resists or the face of
the exploding stane

Al this fits vary well with the use
of this medium, working with &
large format camera recuires a
lengthy sst up and sllows me to
deeply fomus on each image. Ina
process of contemplation, it was
important far me to indulge my-
self in nature, to take time to ok-
serve and provide o project that
is the closest to reality
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* Bueryyear, anacege of S0
hectresaf faredare destraged by farest
fires inEurapean Mediterianesn regians.
0% of wil dfire siorts ariginate from
humanactivitiesand half at them are due
taimprudeneces.The SouthWest ragians
with the & quitaine ma if [N e quitaine)
andthe Sath-East with its Me diteranean
farestelf vergne-Rhvine-tipe Carsca,
Decitania, Procence-AlpesC ate dfizuirjare
the madt expased regians. atthis risk.
The Ministy of Ezalagicaland Salidsrity
Teorsitian, in conj Unctian with the
Ministry of the Interiorandthe Miniztry
atfgricubure, oun: hed in Uy 208 &
nstians | awareness campsignand fre figk

prexartian. The purp e of this campaign
ista dimeminats advics an farestfre ik,
bathta ensire that it daes natcalise fire,

bt ta pratect it

{Saurc: Franch Ministry of Ezalagical and
Sali darity Tran atian)
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